
*explain interdependence in the global marketplace and give an 
example from the lesson. 

*complete a home scavenger hunt searching for goods throughout 
the house produced in countries around the world. 

*bring a good from home, identify where in the world it was 
produced, and plot it on a world map. 

Time Required: Morning Time Goods 
Day 1 - 45 minutes 
Home connection - 30 minutes 
Day 2 - 30 minutes 

Actively Engaged? YES! 
Materials-
Day 1 - *Twelve morning time items (examples: alarm clock, toothbrush/toothpaste, 

t-shirt, baseball cap, milk, pop tarts, tv, plate, television, cup, shorts, tennis 
shoes, socks) 
*Transparency ofDr. Martin Luther King's Quote 
*Sheet for students to record their morning time guesses 

Home 
Connection -*Sheet-"Where in the World Were These Goods Produced?" sheet for each 

student 

Day 2 - *World map 
*12 inch pieces of yam or ribbon (one for each student) and tape for each 

student to plot on the world map 

Procedure: 

Day 1: 
1.	 Read Dr. Martin Luther King's quote to the students... "Before you eat breakfast this 

morning, you've depended on more than half the world." Allow students to discuss 
whether they agree or disagree with this statement. 

2.	 Tell students that today you have brought a dozen "morning time" goods from home to 
put these words to a test. Review with students that a good is an object that can satisfy 
people's wants. Allow students to share some goods they use every morning. (examples: 
toothpaste, breakfast foods, towel, etc.) Display one item at a time and ask students to 
record where they believe each good was produced. After students have made their 
predictions, reveal the country that produced each item. When all the items have been 
revealed, ask the students to fmd the fraction or percent that were made in the United 
States or other countries.(Example: 8 out of the 12 goods were produced outside the 
United States.....8/12 = 67%) 

3.	 Group the items as to those produced in the United States and those produced outside the 
United States. As you group the goods that were produced outside the United States, 
introduce the term import. Explain to students that imports are goods and services that are 
purchased from sellers in other nations. Ask students why they think the United States 
imports goods. ( The COtlntries that the United States imports from have an advantage in 



the production. They can produce them less expensive~:ltheypay their human resources 
less income than in the United States, they have more natural resources available to 
produce that good, etc.) 

4.	 Tell students that just as we depend on other countries to import goods to the United 
States, many countries depend on the United States to send goods to them. Introduce the 
concept of export. Exports are domestic goods and services that are sold to buyers in 
other nations. Encourage students to think ofan exit sign when they think of exports. 
Goods that are exports exit our country to be shipped allover the world. As an example, 
share with students that Stuttgart, Arkansas is known for its rice production. Many bags 
of rice are exported to countries allover the world. Allow students to share examples of 
other Arkansas items that are exported. (Examples: meat/food products, machinery, 
aircraft) 

5.	 Because the United States depends on other countries and other countries depend on the 
United States to satisfy wants, we say there is an interdependence. Ask students if it is a 
good or bad thing to be dependent on other countries. (Students will probably say it is a 
good thing because both countries are happier or better off as a result of the trade and 
interdependence.) 

6.	 Ask students if the United States forces other countries to trade. (No) Do individuals in 
other countries force individuals in the United States to trade with them?(No) We say this 
trade is a voluntary exchange because people choose to trade because they think they can 
gain something from the exchange. In economics, we learn that voluntary exchange 
among people or countries gives people a broader range of choices when they consume 
goods or services and leads to a higher standard of living and broader choices of goods 
and services. Allow time for students to describe how their daily lives would be different 
if there wasn't trade between countries. (We wouldn't have the amount of choices we 
have now. We wouldn't have some of the brand names we like to wear or use.) 

Closure:	 Tell students that you want to review Dr. Martin Luther King's 
quote again. Ask them to share whether their thoughts have 
changed about Dr. King's words. If so, why? 
(They may share that they now realize that we truly do 
depend on the world to satisfy our economic wants. ) 

Review the concepts introduced in this lesson by asking students to define each concept 
and give examples. 

*imports (foreign goods and services purchased from sellers in other nations 
Ex.: Sony televisions are made in Japan and imported to the U.S. for 

consumers to purchase.) 

*exports (goods and services that are sold to buyers in other nations
 
Ex: Riceland Rice is produced in Arkansas and
 
exported to consumers in other nations)
 

*voluntary exchange (exchange among people or organizations that occurs because others 
expect to gain 



Ex: Brent and Sam voluntarily exchanged a CD 
for a football and both were happier or better off 
after the exchange.) 

* interdependence (this occurs when individuals, regions, or countries specialize and they 
depend on each other to satisfy their economic wants 

Ex: The United States depends on Canada for goods 
and services and Canada depends on the United States for goods 
and services.) 

Distribute the home connection "What in the World Is In My....?"sheet. Explain to the 
students that they are to go on a scavenger hunt around their home, search for goods 
produced in and outside the United States, and record their findings on the sheet. 
Encourage each student to bring in a good that they think is most unique or that was 
produced in the most unique country. 

Assessment: 
Day 2: 

1. Ask students to review their scavenger hunts and choose two goods they would 
most like to share with the group. They will share the location, the good, and the 
country where each good was produced. 

2.	 Review the concepts from day 1 again. Ask students to count the number of 
goods they found that were imported. Ask students to share examples of goods they 
found which the United States produces that might be exported. 

3.	 Place a world map on the floor. Distribute to each student a piece of yarn/string 
and tape. Tell students that now the challenge begins because they will select one 
good to plot on the world map. They must find "where in the world their good was 
produced" and plot it. 

4.	 Debrief the scavenger hunt by referring to Principle #5, "Voluntary Trade Creates 
Wealth." Allow students to respond to this principle by stating examples of costs and 
benefits of voluntary trade (higher standards of living, broader choices of goods and 
services, higher level of satisfaction or gain, etc.) 

Extension Activities: 
Visit the following website to see who Arkansas's trading 
partners are and locate on a world map 
http://www.1800arkansas.com/Intemational/ExportFigures.htm 

Completed Scavenger Hunts 



VISUAL 1 

"Before you eat breakfast this morning, you've 
depended on more than half the world. This is the 
way our universe is structured ... We aren't going 
to have peace on earth until we recognize this 
basic fact of the interrelated structure of all 
reality." 

Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. 

Source: 
http://www.urbanoptions.org/SustainEdHandbook/TheApproach.htm 

VISUAL 2 

Where in the world were these goods produced? 

Alarm Clock 

Toorhbrush 

Cup 

Pop tart 

Milk 

Television 

Shorts 

t-shirt 

socks 

tennis shoes 

cap 





***A lot of goods are produced in China. ***Where in the world is Nepal? 

***It really is a Global Marketplace! ***"My glasses are produced in Italy!" 

~~~World Class Economists and Geographers***
 


