
PRODUCTIVE RESOURCES
 

Lesson Description 
Children's literature, a guessing game, puzzles, and a cooking activity make this an 
interactive lesson on productive resources. The students will explore numerous books on 
natural resources and the intermediate good produced from these resources. They will 
playa guessing game by identifying several capital goods and the human resources who 
use these goods while doing their job. Working in groups the students will assemble 
three teacher-made productive resource puzzles and discuss the natural, human, and 
capital resources represented on the puzzle pieces. The students will identify and chart 
the productive resources necessary to cook an apple pie, and then produce one in the 
classroom! 

Grade Level: Kindergarten 

National Economic Content Standards
 
Content Standard 1
 
Productive resources are limited. Therefore, people cannot have all the goods and
 
services they want; as a result, they must chose some things and give up others.
 

Benchmarks, Grade 4
 
9 Productive resources are the natural resources, human resources and capital goods
 
available to make goods and services.
 
10 Natural resources, such as land, are "gifts of nature"; they are present without
 
human intervention.
 
11 Human resources are the quantity and quality of human effort directed toward
 
producing goods and services.
 
12 Capital goods are goods produced and used to make other goods and services.
 

Arkansas Social Studies Frameworks
 
Strand: Economics
 
Standard 8: Resources
 
Students shall evaluate the use and allocation of human, natural, and capital resources.
 
E.8.K.I-Identify human resources.
 
E.8.K.4-Discuss natural resources.
 
E.8.1.4-Identify uses for natural resources.
 
E.8.K.5-Discuss capital resources.
 
E.8.1.5-Understand that capital resources are the tools of trade.
 
E.8.2.5-Give examples of capital resources.
 

Standard 9: Markets
 
Students shall analyze the exchange of goods and services and the roles of governments,
 
businesses, and individuals in the market place.
 
E.9.2.4-Classify productive resources into the following categories:
 

• Natural resources Capital resources Human resources 



Objectives 

The students will: 
1.	 defme and draw two examples of natural resources and the intermediate goods
 

produced.
 
2.	 identify human resources in their community. 
3.	 demonstrate an understanding of human resources and capital goods by stating
 

what human resource they want to be when they grow up and listing the capital
 
goods used in their job.
 

4.	 identify the productive resources used to produce an apple pie in the classroom. 
5.	 draw an example ofeach productive resource and describe how it is used to
 

produce a good or provide a service.
 

Time Estimate 
Procedure Day 1: 75 minutes 

Day 2: 90 minutes 
Closure Day 3: 60 minutes 
Assessment 30 minutes 

Materials 
Day 1 

.:. small container with apple juice Reading books on natural 

.:.	 small container of honey resources 

.:.	 From Shoot To Apple, by Stacy Taus-Bolstad 

.:.	 From the Earth, by Willlian Anton 

.:.	 Tomatoes to Ketchup, by Inez Snyder 

.:.	 From Plant to Blue Jeans, by Arthur John L'Honnedieu 

.:.	 From Cocoa Bean to Chocolate, by Robin Nelson 

.:.	 From Oil to Gas, by Shannon Zemlicka 

.:.	 From Clay to Bricks, by Stacy Taus-Bolstad 

.:.	 From Mud to House, by Bertram Knight 

.:.	 From Grass to Milk, by Stacy Taus-Bolstad 

.:.	 From Sheep to Sweater, by Robin Nelson 

.:.	 Wax to Crayons, by Inez Snyder 

.:.	 From Cotton to T-shirt, by Robin Nelson 

.:.	 white drawing paper, pencils, crayons per pair ofstudents 

.:.	 worksheet, ''Natural Resources", one per student 

.:.	 economic journal page, ''Natural Resources", one per student 

Day 2 
.:.	 bag containing capital goods-syringe, fIre truck, blood pressure cup, cell phone, 

tractor, cooking pot, police badge, shovel, paintbrush 
.:.	 People In My Neighborhood card set, Key Education Publishing 
.:.	 "We've Been Working On Production" song written on chart paper 
.:.	 song "We've Been Working on Production" one copy for each student 



.:. worksheet," is a human resource.", one per student
 

.:. economic journal page, "Human Resources", one per student
 

.:. economic journal page, "Capital Resources:, one per student
 

Day 3 
.:. three teacher-made floor puzzles with pictures representing human resources, 

natural resources and capital goods 
.:. How To Make An Apple Pie and See the World, by Marjorie Priceman 
.:. world map, 24" piece of black yarn, 8 straight pins 
.:. resources for apple pie: 9" aluminum pie pan, two ready to bake piecrusts, wax 

paper, ~ cup flour, 2 twenty-one oz. cans of apple pie filling, can opener, 
wooden spoon, one teaspoon of cinnamon, one teaspoon of sugar, one tablespoon 
of butter 

.:.	 chart paper 

.:.	 three large (poster size) teacher-made apples labeled: Human Resources, Natural 
Resources, Capital Goods. {to be used for sorting drawings ofproductive 
resources} 

.:. 3" x 3" drawing paper-3 per student
 

.:. crayons, pencils-per student
 

Procedure 

Day 1 
1.	 Prior to the lesson gather numerous pieces ofchildren's literature on natural 

resources. (These books have photographs with limited text and are appropriate 
for kindergarten students.) 

2.	 As the children are coming to the teaching area display the containers ofapple 
juice and honey. 

3.	 Make two columns on the board. Write APPLE JUICE in the first column. Ask 
the students where apple juice comes from? Write APPLE TREE in the second 
column. 

4.	 Write HONEY in the first column. Ask where honey comes from? Write BEES 
in the second column. 

5.	 Tell the students that apple trees and bees are given a special economic name­
natural resources. Explain that natural resources are "gifts ofnature"; they are 
present without human intervention. That is, no one made them. 

6.	 Ask the students to think of other natural resources and the goods they produce. 
Record their responses on the board. 

7.	 Read From Shoot To Apples and discuss how the natural resource (apples) is used 
to produce goods in the story. 

8.	 Allow time for the students to explore the collection of natural resource books. 
Students will share what they have discovered. 

9.	 Refer back to the list ofnatural resources. Explain that the students will be 
divided into pairs. Each pair will draw a representation ofone natural resource 
and the intermediate goods produced. Share with the class. Display in the room. 



10. Distribute the worksheet "Natural Resources". The students will choose two 
different natural resources and complete the following sentences for each: 
____ is a natural resource. It is used to produce and 
_____. They will illustrate their sentences. These will be placed in each 
student's economic portfolio. 

11. Tell the students they will add another page to their Apple Economic Journal. 
Distribute the natural resource journal page. Instruct the students to define and 
name at least two examples ofnatural resources and illustrate their writing. 

Day 2 
1.	 Prior to the lesson collect the following capital goods and place in a large bag­

syringe, fire truck, blood pressure cup, cell phone, tractor, cooking pot, police 
badge, shovel, and paintbrush. Any collection ofcapital goods will suffice. The 
students should not be able to see into the bag. 

2.	 Lead the students in a discussion of "What do you want to be when you grow 
up?" Discuss some of the "tools" they would need to do their job. 

3.	 Introduce the terms human resources and capital goods. Explain that human 
resources are the quantity and quality of human effort directed toward producing 
goods and services. Capital goods are goods produced and used to make other 
goods and services. 

4.	 Display the bag containing the capital goods. Have a student come and pull one 
capital good from the bag. The student will name the capital good and a human 
resource that could use it in his/her job. Continue until all goods have been 
shown. 

5.	 Each student will need a card from the People In My Neighborhood set. Each 
card has one human resource and at least four capital goods they use. These cards 
are photographs and are an excellent representation ofhuman resources and 
capital goods. 

6.	 Divide the students into small groups. Each student will name the human 
resource and capital goods on their card. They will describe how the human 
resource uses the capital goods while doing their job. 

7.	 Display the song, "We've Been Working on Production" written on chart paper 
and teach to the students. Students will place an individual copy ofthe song in 
their Poetry/Song Folder. 

8.	 Distribute the worksheet" is a human resource" to each student. 
The students will write about the human resource they want to be when they grow 
up and the capital goods they will use. Each will illustrate their writing. These 
will be placed in their economic folder. 

9.	 The students will complete the human resource and capital good page for their 
Apple Economic Journal. Distribute both pages to the students. They will derme 
both terms and give an example ofeach. 



Closure 

Day 3 
1.	 Prior to the lesson collect the resources needed to produce an apple pie. These are 

listed under the materials section on Day 3. Place these in an area separate from 
the teaching area. 

2.	 Prior to the lesson prepare three large floor puzzles with pictures, one puzzle for 
each productive resource. 

3.	 Review with the students the three productive resources. Sing the song "We've 
Been Working On Production". 

4.	 Divide the students into three small groups. Have each group assemble one floor 
puzzle. The students in each group will discuss the pictures in terms of the 
natural, human, or capital resource presented. Place the puzzles in an area where 
the students can continue to work with them. 

5.	 Read How To Make An AOPle Pie and See the World. In the story a girl wants to 
make an apple pie but she cannot buy the ingredients because the market is 
closed. She travels around the world gathering the natural resources needed for 
her pie. The destinations she visits are identified inside the front cover of the 
book. 

6.	 Display a large world map. Tell the students we will re-read the story and trace 
the route that the girl travels in the story while she is collecting natural resources. 

7.	 Begin the route by placing a straight pin in Arkansas-close to Little Rock-and 
wrapping yarn around it. Tell the students that the yarn will help us visualize the 
route that the girl traveled in the story. The yarn and straight pin will be used as 
each destination on the route is read. 

8.	 As the story is re-read, a student (with assistance from the teacher) will come to 
the map, locate the destination, place in a straight pin and wrap the yarn. The 
locations will include Italy, France, Sri Lanka, England, Jamaica, Atlantic Ocean 
and United States. 

9.	 Discuss the process the girl went through to produce her apple pie. Ask the 
students if this is what we have to do ifwe want to produce an apple pie in our 
classroom. 

10. Move the students to the cooking area where the resources for the classroom 
apple pie are located. Discuss each resource. 

11. Have the students prepare the apple pie. Roll out one ready to cook piecrust on 
floured wax paper. Place the piecrust inside the aluminum pie pan. Tear offany 
excess crust. Open the two cans of apple pie filling and pour into the crust. Roll 
out the second ready to cook piecrust and place on top of the pie filling. Place 
small amounts of butter on top of the crust. Sprinkle sugar and cinnamon on top. 
Cook for 45 minutes at 350 degrees. Eat when cool. 

12. Discuss and chart the productive resources used to produce the pie in the
 
classroom.
 



Assessment 

1.	 Review the productive resources-natural, capital and human. Have students give 
examples of each. 

2.	 Display the three large apples labeled Natural Resources, Human Resources, and 
Capital Goods. Explain that the three apples together are called productive 
resources. Productive resources include human resources, natural resources and 
capital goods. 

3.	 Distribute three 3" x 3" sheets ofpaper to each student. They will draw and color 
an example of each resource and add these to the correct resource apple. 

4.	 The students will explain how each resource drawn is used in the production of a 
good or service. 

5.	 Display in the classroom. 
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the classroom apple pie 

Consuming our apple pie 



Natural Resources 

Natural resources are "gifts of nature." They are used to produce goods and provide services. 

_____________ is a natural resource. ____________ is a natural resource. 

It is used to produce _It is used to produce _ 
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is a human resource. ------,----------­

I use these capital goods when I am producing a 
good or providing a service. 
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We've Been Working On Production
 
(tune: I've Been Working on the Railroad) 

We've been working on production,
 

All the livelong day.
 
We've been working on production,
 
Just to make some goods this way.
 

We use natural resources,
 
Such as land, and oil, and trees.
 

We use capital resources,
 
Such as tools and factories.
 

Now we will work,
 
Now we will work,
 

When we use our human resources.
 

Now we will work,
 
Now we will work,
 

When we use our human resources.
 


